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HEADQUARTERS
PRILIPPIVES-RYUKYUS COMMAND
CFFICE OF THE COMMAIDING GENFRAL
GSCPU 091 PI / ws” ; PO 707
¥r. adap Ambor - 5 APR 1947

Tarake, Temparan, Lanac
¥indanao, Philippines

Dear ¥r. Ambors

The Cormanding General has directed that you be informed that
the Seperate Company, Second Basak Infantry Regiment, Lanao Kilitary
Secter, Tighting Bolo Battalion Unit, United States irmy Forces in
the Philippines, purporting to be a guerrilla organization under
your nominal control, is not favorably considered for recognition asg

- an element of the Philippire irmy,

4 set of genersl reguirements for guerrillas recognition; estebe
1ished by Géneral NacArthur during the liberation of the Philippines,
hasibeen used 45 8 guide in considering the record ‘of this unit,
After careful investigation nm full consideration of all sub-hn-
vy

tiating records and having . p
recognition of thie guerrilla unit 1s not deemed to be. Ilrunud ‘be=
cause of reasons mentioned belows

8. Reoord of service was not substentisted by sutficient
aeceptable evidence.

b, The unit was not maintained satisfactorily in the
£161d 1n opposition to the enemy.

. dctivities of the unit did mot contribute materially
%o the eventusl defeat of the enemy.

4 a4 was. not

e, idequate records were not maintained \‘m ¢ ranksy
dates of oalutune or joining, datés Qpreuotiou, nﬁﬂ -kcuury
related information) ]

£, Unit 81d ot show satisfactery cuﬁ:uu.i%? o gotivity
nd organization, ’k
< \‘

55 iaheraiat thaumts QUL DO Haveth Mchh N etort
to military sctivities in the f1eld to the exclusion of normal civis
1ian oecupation and family obligatiens.
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Your attention is invited to Presidential Executive Order No,
68, Cosmonwealth of the Philippines, copy ¢f which is atteched, for
any necessary action in connection therewith,

Sincerely,
1 Incl;
Executive Order No. 68 THOMAS J BROWN
datd 26 Sept 45 cwo, s
AssT A Gen

Col, G F, Lillard;

1, The Separate Qompany, Second Basak Infantry Regiment, Lanao Hilitary
Sector, Fighting Bolo Battalion Unit, United States irmy Forces in the Philip-
pimes, consisting of epproximately 100 members, has not been favorably con=
sidered, No members have previcusly been recognized,

2. This unit does not fulfill the requirements of the five basic points
for recognition, (See attached Team Leader's Report).

3. Woimsefdl purpose will be accomplished by further investigation of
this unit, ; 3

4s There are no membirs worthy of recognition e¢nd it 18 doubtful that
any cesualties occurred as a result of the activities with the unit, 5
Capt. R, L, Hortem

Coneur: Bajor C. H, Wentzell
Actg Chief, Unit Branch
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Report on the Lenso lilitery Sector, Fighting Dolo Bettslion

Unit, United States Army Forces in the Philippines

1, The folloving report concerns the overzll coms end of the
Leneo Militery Sector, Fighting Jolo Battslion Unit, United Stztes
4rmy Forces in the Philippines, consisti T epproximetely 126
difforent units, 4 particl list of tho lerger units sre listed
in peregraph 3 below, The Lenco lilitary Sector, Fighting Dolo
Bettelion Unit, (LS, Fizu, USLFIP), is also known the "Fight-
© lcepons Division" end the "Fighting Blood Weepon Divi-
4 physiccl invostigetion of the unitoin the ficld wes not
mede nor considercd neccsscry or desireble, but the comnmending
officer end other persons heving pertinent knowledze of the unit's
cetivities were conteeted cithor peorsonelly or by corrcspondcnce,
The stctenents of those contectod, cnd & complote study of the
records of the unit, erc reflected in the findings.

2e 4 few of the subordinstc units of the Fighting Blede
lieepons Division hzve been previously and scperstely not favor-
ebly considered for recognition by this hezdquerters, It w
considered ct thet time that thoso units verc only indepondent
"Bolo Units", When this overcll commend was studicd, thosc units
were included for rcconsiderztion. This roport will support the
previous discussion 6f those subordinste units of the Fighting
Blede Wecpons Division, cnd et the scme time teke into considerc-
tion the overell commend and other subordinste units of thst
comuznd, now pending under request for recognitions

3« The following is ¢ perticl list of subordingte units
couprising the Lenzo Militery Sector, Fighting Bolo Dettelion
Unit, United Stetes irmy Forcos in the Philippiness

First Cocstal Regimont

Third Cozstcl Regiment

Forth Cocstzl Reginont

First Boloe Rogiment

Second Besek Reginent

Third Dasck Reginment

First Uncyan Reginent

First Sepsrate Regiment

Westorn Lenco Troop Movement
Uplend Infentry Roginent
-Viestern Lenao Sepercte Specicl Dn
Bolo Battelions

Sepercte Dettalions and Compenics
Speeicl Battelions end Compenics
Attached Dettelions and Compenics: -
Provisionel Bettzlions
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&s Prior to the arrivel of the Jspanese invading Forges
on Mindenso, Brigasdier Generzl Guy O, Fort, commending the 8lst
Division, USAFFE, Lenso Militery Scctor, orgemized the "Bolo
Battclion," for the purpose of eiding the 8lst Division, The
missions of the Bolo Battelion were zs followss:

4o ALLEGED HISTCRY:

(1) Guarding the beaches in order to give
timely werning in cesc of cnemy lendings,

Acting &s Labor' Bettzlions when so desired.

fuarding bridges end roads.

(4) Guarding emmunitions, supplies and other
militery installeations,

(5) Suppressing fifth column sctivitics.

be The "Lanzo Militery Sector" was divided into four
units. Eech unit was composed of seversl groups or compenics,
&s meny &s there were municipslities or municipel districts in
the unit, Each group or compeny wes commended by & Senior
Leader, usuelly the Meyor of the municipslity or municipel dis-
trict, znd two other leaders sclected from the group or company .
Each Bolo Bzttalion Unit was commended by & Unit Commender; the
four Bolo Battzlion Units which comprised the "Lanao Militery
Sector" were commended by Sector Commander, supposcdly en
officer of the USAFFE.

ce On 21 Msy 1942, six deys prior to the surrcnder of
the 8lst Division, General Fort ordercd Dastu Busren Kalew to
take comnend of the entirc Blade Wegpons Forces (Fighting Bolo
Battelion Units), which were then extended elong the coeast from
Iligan to Cabueno Barracks cnd on the Leke=Shore of Leke Lenso,
On 27 Mey 1942, thc 8lst Division, USAFFE, surrendered, and three
deys later Datu Busran Kalaw rcorgenized the Bolo Battzlions.
"To this orgsnizetion, everybody wes permitted to join-members
of the former Bolo Battalions, cx-USAFFE, Civil Government
employces" - Numbrous companies, battzlions end regiments were
znized, until a1l the regions of Lenzo, not occupied by the
Japenese werc covered, The orgenization wes partly completed on
31 4fugust 1942, and consisted of epproximstely ten (10) regiments,
several seperste, specizl provisional, combat, and attached
battalions cnd compenics, with & total strength of approximstely
35,000 officers and mene

de The activities of the unit consisted primerily in
continuing civil and militery government and the cere and
protection of civiliens. 4 fow claimed skirmishes with the
Japencse crc discussed in more detail in the findings of this
report,
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6. On or sbout December 1942, Lt Col Hedges, comnznding
officér of the l08th Division, 10th MD, began to orgenized the
loros into the Meranzo Militia Porces, (MF)e Detu Busran Kelew
and epproxinstely 8,000 members of the Bolo Battelion Units were
inductod inte this unit; and were subsequently recognized es the
lareneo Militia Force (IF) of the 108th Division, 10th Militery
District.

fo For further informetion relcting to the alleged
history of the Leneo Militery Soctor, Fighting Bolo Bettzlion
Unit, United Stetes Army Forces in the Philippines, see attached
unit files.
5. FINDINGS:

&e The following persons were interviewed or questioned
by letter end their statements sre rofledted in the findings:

Gen Czlixto Duque + & « + + o D G/S, HPA, formelly C/S
8lst Div, US.FFED

Datu Busren Kalaw » o ¢ o » » CO0, LNS, FBBU, USiFIP

Col: Weile Fortig o 4 o« iols & CO, 10th Hilitery Dist

Zdwerd Me Kuder o o « o o o o An imericen educstor in
enso

Datu Mengode o o o o o o o o G-2 Of Bolo Battelion

Lt Manizba 4gueh o o o o o o Hombor of unit, lster
Jjoined IIIF, recognized
with 10th ID

Datu Mangods Meulsnz o o o o Licmber of unit, but docs
not know position

Meme Komeyct L I U

Dztu Derengine Diem

Mejor Fo Me Hates o

« o o 00, Dizmze Islem Unit

C0, Philippine Militia

Forces, znd lester recog-

nized with idMF °

Pederico Selemet o o o o o o Ll LEs S R

Major Gabcl « o o o o o o o o Ex 0 to G4, HPZ, formeally
4 C/5-G-2, 8lst Div, USAFFE

antonio Pace o« o o s « & o o Recognized Moro with 10th
1D

Hember of Philippine Mili-

tia Forces of I

Al fredo QUilban ¢ ¢ o o o e

be Records of service were not substentizted by sufficicnt
&ccepteble evidence, The Laneo Militery Sector, ¥33U0, US:FIP, and
its subordinete units, as presented for recognition, wes not in any
sensc a well-orgenized guerrille unit. Prior to the surrender of
the 8lst Division, USAFFE, tho Bolo Dettzlions were used by Genercl
Tort &s "Bolo Units", "Faormer Battclions", end "Lebor Bettzlions',
Zeeording to the "Guerrille Resistence lovements in the Philippines",
& collection of monogrephs previously publishod by the Philippine
Sub-Scction, G-2, Genersl Hecdquerters, Southwost Pacific sres, the
lioros werc under their own loezders, but hed been paid by the US.FFE
prior to the surrender. DBut evon if they had not boen paid, their
cctivities would not constitute a clein

3
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for guerrilla activities, but rather would be & clain for pey &s
lebor bsttzlions in eiding the 8lst Division, Letter Order from
Generel Fort to Datu Kelew, ordering him to teke commend of the
Blade Tiezpon Forces does not necesscrily prove that the unit con
tinued es & well-orgenized unit, The Guerrille Rosisteance Move-
ment in the Philippines (extract as Incl 1) and letter from Col.
We W, Fertig, (Incl 2) stste thet when the Jepanese inveding
forces landed at Daveo the Moro Force dissclved rapidly, end
thet the activities ageinst the cnemy as clsimed by the Lenzo
lilitery Sector, after the surrender of the 8lst Division were
not the activities of the Blade Weepon Units, but & gonersl end
spontancous uprising of the people. The records of the unit,
such zs Genercl Orders, S-1 Reperts, and S-2 Reperts, consist
primerily of promotion pepers of the members of the unit. Pro-
motions were made periodicelly, Each month nost officers were
promoted to one higher rank,

ce The unit wzs not meintained sstisfactorily in the
field in opposition to the enemy, for pricr to 27 Mgy 1942 the
8lst Division, US<FiE, dominszted the sres end subscquent to Sept
1942 the leraneo Uilitiz Pforces of the 10th ilitery District,
& recognized guerrille orgenizstion of epproximstely 8,000 former
nembers from the clsiment Bolo Battslions, deminated the erca.
Resistence activitics sgeinst the Jspenese during the 3-months
period between these dctes consisted of cn uprising of the
pgople of Lenzo, and not in guerrille activity by the LNS, ¥D1U,
US:FIP. The stztements of guerrilla leaders, =s discussed in
perzgraphs 5i, 5, 5k, indicate that the Dolo Battzlions wes not
naintained efter the surrender of the 8lst Division.

de Activities of the unit did not contribute. natericlly
to the eventusl defest of the enemy. The "Guerrillec Resisteance
Hovements of the Philippines", brings to the sttenticn thet the
Moros were neither & vealucble slly nor & dzngerous encmy. The
principzl clsim for recogniticn by the LMS, FIBU, USLFIP, is
based upon two loczl tles with the Jepencse in September znd
October 1942, The Diemae Islam Unit, & bitter foe of Kslew,
under Detu Dizmpuen, slso cleims credit for thesc engegements, cs
indiceted above end by inels. 2 cnd 3, writton by individusls
having personcl knowledge. These battles cen not be accepted s
the ectivities of this or sny other orgsnized gucrrills unit.
The Leneo Militery Sector, FBBU, US=FIP, is thercfore cleainming
zctivities which were cxecuted by the initistive of & resentful
and angered tribe, rcther then by their units,

es A definite orgenizetion wss not osteblished. Prior
to 27 May 1942, Detu Bus: Kalaw wes an intelligence cgent of
the 8Lst Division, USiFFE, end during the letter months of the
same yoer he beccme & member of the Mersnso Lilitiz Force., Officers
end enlisted men of the Lanszo Militery Sector, FZLU, LES, lived
with their femilies end supported them by nesns of normel civilian
pursuits throughout the occupetion, Practiczlly ell of tho beatta-
lion commenders end renking officers on the roster of
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this unit were neyors of the verious towns or hold other politicel
positions during tho Jepencso ocoupetion, The members of the tnit
who were intervicned, with the excoption of the lecders, could mot
givo thoir positions vithin tho verious units snd most of thom
steted thet thore wes very little orgenizetion within the unit,

£+ idoquate rocords vorc not meinteined. Honthly rosters,
eppolntuont end pronotion pepors, detod beck es for cs 1942, vero
subnitted cs records; but en exemineticn of these pepers showed
thet nost of the monthly rosters were mede ot ono tine, using
cerbon pepers end leaving the detes blenk, so thet the dste could
be placed in leter, Furthormore the pepor used did not show tho
wear aud tosr of peper thet hed beon used sinco 1942,

Unit did not show sctisfretorily contimuity of soti-
izction, Colonel W, Wi, Fortig, commending the 10th
es thet this unit did nothing to stop tho Jepenose (Soe
Incl 2) sdvance cnd wore nore harnful then holpful to the USLFEE.
+Tho Guorrille Rosistence fiovemont in the Philippinos', supports
this statenont of unsatisfactory contimuity of cotivity end orgeni-
2etion by declering thet the lioro forces dissolved rapidly aftor
ho Jepanoso lended in Daveos Tho unit could nob show eny cone
clusive supporting evidence which would sustain their cleims of
activity subsequent to the surrcnder of the 8lst Division.

» lembers of the unit did not dovote their entirc effort
to nilitery cotivitios in the £10ld to the cxolusion of mormel
civilien cccupction end femily obligetions. Tho mombors of sho
unit holding politicsl positions, such &s meyors, continued t6 roe
madn in office during the Jepenose occupction. Tho mombors of the
unit who wero comon ferners cnd leborors contimicd thoir nosmel
pursuite.

o ittached horcto, cs inclosure 2, is tho first indorse-
nont, deted 15 Jenuery 1947, from Colonsl Wendoll Fertis in snswor
‘o lotter fron this hosdquertors roquosting infornetion rogerdi
tho Fighting Dlede liecpons Unit. Colonol Fertig, formerly with
Genorcl Fort, loter boceno connending officor of tho 10th Militery
Districts In his indorsenent Colonel Ferti; cmphtsized thet tho
Bledo Hocpons Unit (clso known es the Lenco ilitery Sector, FEDU,
USAFIP) did nothing to stop the Jep edvence and contributed no
thing to the resistance prior to the . Ho further strtos
thet the period from the surrender to the orienizetion of the
Marenco iilitis Forcos on Doconber 1942 wes ono of non-rosistence,
oxcept for tho resistence of o group of loros under Heneleo Hen-
dslinco, whose neme is not included s one of the lecders of the
Lanco lilitary Sootor, FDBU, US.FIP, whoress he is rocogmized es the
rogincntel comnender of the 127th Rejinent, IHF, 10th HD. Colonol
Fertig further stztos thot tho encounter betwoen the Jepenoso cnd
the loros wes occesioned by & gonorel uprising of the peoplo end
not by the Blado liccpons Units. Col. Fertig recommends thet tho
Blade locpon Units and associztod units in tho province of Lanco

be not recognized,
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. .»:tg'xed herewith as inclc;ura 3, i,memo to Lt

J
Col Sheftoe, former Chicf of Guerrille iffeirs Brench, from
Edwerd M. Kuder regerding the Bolo Bettzlions under Busren Kelaw.
(It must be noted thet the "Diamz Islem" unit mentioned in his
Teport is not & part of the Lenso Militery Sector, FilU, US.FIP)
Mro Kuder wes en fmericen educetor who hed spent ycors educating
the Moros befors the wer znd who leter became Director of Civil
affeirs for Lenzo under Colonel W We Fertige This memo indi-
cated thet the Lango lilitery Sector, FDBU, USiFIP, is c rec-
keteering orgenizction, which hed inducted prectically &ll of its
members into the unit during the years 1945 end 1946, end thet
the leaders have been collocting foos from the members inducted,
Nre Kudor hes full knowledge of the cetivitios of Lenco, during
the occupztion, =nd he recommends thet this unit be rofused recog=
nition completely,

ko 4 lstter "To Whom It May Concern", from Genersl
Calixto Dugue formerly Chief of Stoff, 8lst Division, (USAFFL),
and &t present Deputy Chief of Steff, irmy of tho Philippines, wcs
prosented as supporting evidence of Kelew!s sctivitics. On inter-
viewing Generzl Duque, he steted thet he had been with the 8lst
Division until the surrender and wzs then prisoner of wer in
Mindanao 1 Jenuery 1943. He acknowledges the cppointment of
Datu Busren Kelew es speciel zgent of the G-2 Section 8lst Division,
but he did not know of cny of Kalaw's zctivities after the sur-
render, He further stated thot the Noros of Lenco were very
destructive after the surrcnder of the 8lst Division, He sssertod
thet the Moros hod cmbushed some of the USAFFE members of the 8lst
Division vwhile thcy were esceping to the hills, He zlso clainmed
thet there wes no organization of the loro people and that they
were a grest hindrance to the people of Lenzo, especiclly the
Ghristians, for the lioros had attocked verious Christisn barrios,
had raped £nd killed the inhcbitsnts snd hed looted houses,
Genercl Dugue hed hesrd of the defezt of the Jepsnese at Tcparean,
but he did not know how it wes accomplished,

1. in affidavit from Wajor Domincdor Grreie, formelly :£C
of S, G-3, 8lst Infontry Division, USiFiE, wes forwerded ss ovidence
of the cxistence of the Bolo Battclions. When interviewed, Mejor
Goreiea stated thet ho knew nothing of the ictivities of Kclaw, or
the Bolo Battclion, after the surrender of the 8lst Division,

me &ttoched herewith es inclosuro 4, is ¢ confidentisl
roport from Operctive Number one, Intellizence Scetion, MPC, Pi,
Lengo Province, Operative Mumber, Lt Meniobs iguem, & native of
Lengo cnd former member of the Bolo Bettclions, lstor became o
menber of the Maraneo Iilitis Force. It is noted, that within the
report, Lt Azusn brings out the feet thet efter the surrendor of
the 8lst Division, meny of the members of the Bolo Bsttclion he-
czme Collaborstors, infzmous looters, robbers, bendits, cte., while
others continued their normal pursuits, He further stctes thet
the rostor ond orders submitted to this hezdquerters werc ante-
dcted, =nd thet the cadre of the Bolo Zottelion cro membors of the
alresdy recognized Meranao Militis Forces.




. Datu Darangina Diampuam, a non-recognized guorrilla
Lleador, who had operated in Lanao, claims that Datu Kalew hed
never had an organizod unit aftor tho surrender of the Blsh Divie
sion. He furthor stated that Kalew is using the Bolo Battalion
o5 @ momoy-meking proposition, in that, he is charging the mem
Ders for thoir membership. Datu Darangina Diampuan sise olatms thet
the Horos of the former Bolo Battalion under Kalaw wors more fase
tructive during the Japaneas occupation than they Were conetrasiives

©» It showld be emphasizod that the Moros of Lanao were
orgenized into the Meranes Militia Forse, with a strength of
approximately £,000 mombe. Tho Maranao Militia Force was ro-
tary District as part of the 108%h
gnition of the Maranso Militia Forco
L Yack to 16 Soptembar 1942. s Tecognition and rovi-
slon constituics adaquate and jush recognition of military servicos
the Moros of Zenao ta the war effort,

P. Mo usef:l purpose will be served by any further invess
tlgation of this unit.

4. Thore ere no individual mombers worthy of recogmition
with the exception of thosn alroedy resosnized with the Maranho
Militia Forco. Althovgh scme casualtios are claimod in the restars,
it is aosumed that thoso cucualtios occurred inm thy goneral vp.
Tising of the people, and not es mombers of an orgamized wnit.
Those cesualtiss or thoir heirs may continus to submit 4ndivifual
Tequest for casualty rocoznition.

6. POLITICAL ASPECTS: Most of the leading figures in the sub-
mitted rosters aro politicel aspirents, indicating that the unit
may ©O used to support thoso politicians in thoir attempts to gain
office,

MVDATION: It is recommended that the Lanao Military
ighting Bolo Battalion Unit, United States Army Forces in
the Philippines, othorwise known as the Fighting Blade Weapons
Divisions. be not favorably considered for recognition,

Robsst 1. Wi

ROBIRT L. HORTON
Captain, ora

See incls filed w/ Teem Leader's
Beport in GAD.
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Extract of Guerrilla Resistance Movements in the Philippincs

Ihe Moros and the Maranso Militis Force: The Moro pro=
blems on Mindanao havc long been a source of discontent and
unrest. The Moros arc & distinct Mohammedan group and are
found throughout the Sulus, along the southern coast of Zam~
boangs, the southern half of Lanao Province and across Cota-
beto to the Devao Gulf. The Meranao (Lenao) Moros arc per-
hapslth brevest, proudest and the most intelligent of the
Philippine Moro grou; Marenao (Lanao), Msguindanao (Cota- '
bato) and the Tan-Sugs end Samals (Zamboanga and Sulu). In-
telligence, cournge and pride, however, do not make the Lanzo
Mpro either a v= le Yy or a dengerous chemy. His intel-
ligence is mo: 1y cunning, going hand in hand with
treachery. T forc. nes little respect for the Christian
Filipino and always be antegonistic towsrds him.

Moro villeges erc smell, usually built up around a farm-
ing community, and the irhabitents are usuelly rclated to
ecach other., Vhile cach’ community is loyal to its own leader,
the lcaders of these inter-rclated communitics form as esso-
ciation and hevec & group leader, or Datu, to whom all commu-
nity leaders ere loyal. For the past forty years Moros have
bcen under the control of thc Philipoine Constebulary, but
most of the Moros remcmber thet they were once the absolute
rulers of their areas and were frce to rob and murder groups
less powerful then themselves. With any reléxing of police
authority meny of thcm soon rcturn to their ancient customs
of robbery and murder, with loyalty only to their immediate
lecaders.

To prevent bloodshed between Moros and Christians, no
Moros were allowed to live on the north coast of Lanao and
none lived in Bukidnon. During the chaos following the sur-
render, Moros came down the north slopes of the Lanao hills
and began molesting the Christians. MOLGAN's retaliatory
measures werc so violent, however, that the feelings of the
Moros were aroused morc than ever, and it has been only with
considerable cere that the support and neutrzlity of the Mo-
ros was maintained. In the Dinas vicinity of southern Zam-
boanga no Christisn dzrcs set foot now as a result.

In January 1942, when it became evident that it would
be difficult if not impossible to stem the tide of the Jepa-
nese invesion of the Philippines, Gen. FORT tried to bolster
the Mindanao Force by orgenizing and placing thousends of
Morcs in holding defensive positions along key highways in
the southern part of Mindzneo. He -organized the licro Bolo
Battalion, active young Moros ermcd with knives. The Moros
were under their own leaders but were paid by US&FFE, They
had little time for training end when the Japanese landcd
in Davao, the Moro force dissolved rapidly, Many prominent
Moros were attached to this group and later became active
in guerrilla affairs in Lan2o and Cotabato.

Lt. Col. HEDGES began to organize the Moros in December
1942 - January 1943. He collccted most of the former members
of the Bolo Battalion and formed the Maranao Militia Force.
The early leaders of the Moros in guerrilla activities were:
MINDALANO, former member of the Bolo Battalion, a hot tem-
pered young Moro; Busran KALAW of Momunganj; Datu LAGUINDAB
of Ganassij Joseph SENGUILLA of Mumay and Madalumj; and Datu
BUNTALIS of Masiu.

(Incl 1)
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By late 1942 the i s he

number of weapons., Lfiﬁ?zf‘o%hg&d il
battlefields end waylaid.
or w T
I‘ealx,.veapons. The threat to th

B, : fairly large
CiVilu‘nI‘endur they ransacked the

;323 anqﬁormer USAFFE coldiers
B 1 suerrilla org ati 2
Ganessi a;degg;?rtsotkoagrguigggr? Mt':l’] s ANB?n%ﬁetégﬁtgnsc)f
o ng € Moros into 1line is a mo-
Thes pee suongittg their respect for the American ;eople. %
et ;nd oo l"s in their efforts by very small allotments
oL tiAme : & :_p ies from the guerrilla headquarters. The
2y ime ocation of the District Headquarters inILranao and
’mg 1131;65;\%;9 <)3i‘ Euerrllla leaders (such as Lt. Col. C
a Mr . TR) who kne I 1 f et
o connecti\.m“ at ew the Moros well, were fortun:

For pol
tained as a

he 170th Daivision i3
bebly the bes. iple group 5% guer’rillvs?on i 0.
The presert or ion and strength of this foree is fol-
lows:
124th KRegt, ‘y Hq hupagon, Lenao (o} EM
CO: Capt. Wacaurog ARUMPAC =6 1,538
126th Regt, MMP
O: Haj. Busran KALAW 118 1,124
127th hegt, Wlli'y now sieging ialabang
C0: Capt. Manalao MINDALANO 73 788
128th Regt, MMF, now sieging lMalabang
CO0: Haj. Anonngo BAGUINDAALIL 100 951
129th hegt, MMF, Hq Taraka, Lanao 78 1,202
lst Prov. hegt. 63 92
2nd Prov. hezt. 53 533
2nd, 4th, 6th 8th Separcte Battalions 7L 1.470
5 Sepsrate Companics 5 0
Total 557 ;841

yor of labang, has been responsible for orgeniz
Tesistance south of Malabang on the Lahao coast. i
tected the Christians and has kept on good terws v
panese to obtain supplies. K/LAW '3 a native cof k
Lanao, was mayor of Momungan &t oulb>reak of the war
ex-provincial treasurer of Lanao. [e is an a¢soc

apt.
MOKGAN, and actively resisted the ocpanese sirce 1€ i
DALANO is an cx-school inspector, clever and courage Ty
hot tempered. He was the first to fight the Japanec
the USAUFE surrcnder. ALRUMPAC was mayor of Lumbate ver,
a little politico, & good manager and belongs to tk nic
order. BLGUINDAALI is populer as one of the first Mcro guer-

rilla leaders.

Copy reproduced - 15 Apr 47

Tl A 7y

V2 S e g Do
Lrotfore Tits

1st Lt., Inf., AUS
Chief, Lecords E:(‘,ption'

2
- ; (Incl 1)




® ®

1st Ird,

15 January 47

SUBJECT: "Blade Weapons Division!

TO : The Commanding General, AFWESPAC, APO 707, From Co. Wendell
W. Fertig, Det Pat Fitzsimons Gen Hospital, Denver 8, Col

1, Condition }‘ave not chzmged slncc I wrote my lett

lar 46, sa

orgenizat:
assisted

J that @ te have heen included in regw.l
ters and @ mcogmzn o Thus the Blade lieapon uni’s are entitled
no consideration excevt for cervices rendercd between the date of their
organization (about Jan 42) and the date of 16 Sept 42,

2, That period comorises two general but diverse phases. The
first covers the passive and active phase of the Mindanao campaign prior
to the surrender of General Fort and his forces on 29 liay 42, Duw
the invasion period - April 30 - 4 May 42 - while I wes actuall
General Fort, he placed great confidence in the help to be gajined firom
the Blade Weapon units which he had organized. This help was not forth
coming, THEY DID NOTHING TO STOP THE JAP ADVANCE, Wken the dszbacle
followed after 4 Mey 42, the loros engaged in wide scale looting, In
July 42, Lt Col Charles Smith, CE (then a civilian employee of the USED)
stated thet General Fort was forced to surrender since his reserve food
stores and ammunition had been looted by the Lamao Moras, From evidence,
which I believe was conclusive, the Blade Veapon units contributed
nothing to the resistance cause during this first phase,

3. The second phase of inertia that exti
until 16 Sept 42, was one of quietness except
tance of Manalao Mandalinao (Now Representati
ippine Legislature) and his group in coniuich
The Japs failed to win this group, In .
were wiped out on the east shore of Leks
general uprising of the people and nct 2y ¢

nded from 29 May 42
S e ik s}

4+ CONCLUSION AND RECOMI
problem was made durirg “he occupat
dence that the Blade Woapon units ¢
resistance movement. I% is theref
ted units in the province of Lanao %

Wendell W Fertig
Golouel CE

Copy Reproduced - 16 April 1947
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Manila
9 June 1946
MEKO for Lt Cal Shaftos, Chief, Guerrilla Affairs Division,
AFVESPAC, on Lanao Guerrilias,

THE DIAMA ISLAM

2hds s an crganization which deserves consideratle credit
for providing the big impetus that turned mss ap the Lanao lioros
against the Jups, i

£ s in Larao, with the Noros and the guerrilla movement
$ron the monunt the Jape irveded Lanao, April 29-30, 1942 up to
Sopt,29; 1013, 1 ses never in Japs hands, but had fo demve Leoo
for hustralis by submarine on Sept 29, 1943, duo go illness,

Honce, althouh I d1d not see the fights the Diama Tslam rus
1P, Ln fact wes about 50 kiloneters awy, sti11 T had eyoomitn.:
Feports of it within two days aftervard, and observed huy the i
rovince rang vith the exrlolt of Sept 12, 1942, and how tho Krsor
vere stirred up and inspived by it,

It is true there had been enoounters and anbushes p
$his, but this was the first big pitched battle,  Tho spoet wiin
vhich tho Japs vere overshelned and wiped out, ALl bt oo ey
nade an enoruous impression on overyons including the Jo
intelligence at that time indicated that thoy ashed son i
sions for lirdanao, one for Lanao alone and the o
of the islard. I do not Shink the Jap force mas sq
Diama leaders claimed, for I checked the murber of
‘tdnes with people vho countod the corpses ab the 4
I got most often from them was 129 Japs, and some ¥
as cargadors by the Japs, who wore eaught in the oir
The Jioros 4id not bother to cownt them,

After this disaster the Japs borbod th
tho Lake, where the fight occured (Tarzeran) 7
using from 3 to 11 planes daily, oth ed ag
1042, This tie they came with'arour: 500600 traops, in iy s,
using the road around the north end or the lste,

They wero again attacked by the Diam warriors and this bine
414 ot try to stand their ground, but £1ed to a weoded hi: ng
gome of their fxucks in the frocsss, At the hill, they wers atis
$o rally and hold off throagh attackers until the Yatterig sy s
tdon ran low, and until reinforcements camo to ewbie them i rotreat,

for tho Japs, but as the Japs carried them doad and moniey avay, ve
#ad %o vait for our intelligence in Dansalan (Jap maiy gerrison) to

Page 1 of Incl 3



Teporte This report put the Jap total casuelties at under a hundred,

But the Japs nover came haok, and never again patrolled in the
interior of lanao, although thoy neintained their garrison 8t Dansac
dan by virtue of the highvey %o Iligan, and at Ganasoi by moans of
‘the Lake, from Dansalan.

Thus, within fve months after Corregidor, tho intorier country
of Lanao was freed of the Jeps and remained free, This was a Temarks
able achievenont and ia duc largely to the Dism Tslam,

Sinco the Japs never rotumed they had mo more £ighting to do,
bub did guard the lake to yrevent supplies from reaching the Japs,

ma Islan vas solf-supporting in the way of food, guns
ios, wany of its membors found economic pressure too strong
hence jincd the Yaremao Iilitia Force undor Col, Ferbig, some months
later, for the sake of better pay ard supply.

Pride, porhaps misplaced, kept the others from joining and held
them to sonething of & hone guard organization,

Yet, it must not be forgotten that they battled and best tho
Japs before Fertig even started, and it must algo bo realized thet
had it not beon for the boatings and fight they pave the Japs,
Fertigls initially puny organization would in all likelihood have
een crushod,

The Disra Islam rendered a real service.

Thelr leader clainms 4,599 men on his roll. Fersomally, I thirk
$his 1s greatly exaggeratcd, I don't believe they, could possibly
have more than 2000 men, This jibes vell with the population figures
for that ares, but, knowing as I do how factional the Norce are
among thenelves, I would examine oven that figure with caution,

I beliele tho Diama Islam is entitled to some rocognition afber
careful investigation,

The Bolo Battalion, under Busram Kalay

I understand this outfit clains 40,000 members, If such is
their clain it is the wildest fabrication, The "seatt of this orga-
nization was in tho area along the Dansalan Iligan road, If it had
40,000 membors why could it nover close that road, nor take tho Jap
outpost of 20 men guarding the Pantas bridge, when botveon 1000 and
2000 Disna Telam could beat the Japs so badly in the Diama's homo
territory?

Page 2 of Incl 3



DECLASSTFIED

.Busran Kalaw, the Bolo Battalion leader, may claim credit for
the Diame Islam's exploit at Tamparan. It may be true that he was
therey but his back was to the Japs, and it was in trying to over-
take him that the Japs ran into the Diama, i

Busran never got cloger than 5 kms to the Japs, and I never

saw.him with as many as 200 men; although I saw him a dozen of times
during the guerrilla times,

Therc was a real Bolo Battalion organized by General Fort be-
fore the Japs came, April 29-30, 1942, but it never exceeded 5,000
men and virtusll

iy all of those joined the MMF under Fertig.

ort's surrender, to give him credit, Busran Kalaw

vp resistance against the Jape, but he had a follow-
> his owm arca, Baluy, the thinnest populated area of
Lanao. He could not possibly have had one thousand men,

It was not until late 1945 and now in 1946 that so meny mem-
bers were "enlisted" in their outfit, It has much racketeering in
it, with contributions collected from the members to pay for pre-
paring rosters, giving birthday or baptismal presents to its lcaders
and their children, sale of "commisions" etc, As it stands now it
is 99% fake. One of its officers a "major" or "Lt, Col." Buleg

Mangobara, was actually a dog of the Japanese and guided their pat-
rols.

I would turn this outfit down, cold and completely.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Edward M. Kuder
Actge Div, Supt, of Schools for Lanao
ex~Dircctor of Civil Affairs for Lanao under
Col W. W, Fertig

Copy Reproduced - 24 April 1947
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*HOTACIO CABIZO
1st Lt Inf,, AUS

Chief, Records Scction
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HEADQUARTERS Ma/33a-
LLI:O PROVINCE
VILITARY POLICE CCAMLND Pi
Tntelligerce Section

APQ == 5G
12 ipr 46

CONBIDFNTTLL,
Subject: Bolo Bettalion, History of (Lanao Province)

TO ¢ FPM, Lanso Prov, MPC, P4 - 470 159

licble if not very eccurate story of the history of the
slion orgenization in Lanzo, is here, submitted by this
section not for jeslcusy nor selfishness, neither for eggrandizement,
tut es intelligence ssction of the igency of the govermmont, it will
ir sore how dissipete any chadow of doutt on the part of the Fhilippine
Govt much the United Stctes. This story will not only help clear the
doukts of SPiC, but will in one way guide LFWESPAC to rccompensc
Justly the very patriots.

Some vhere in the leter pert of December 1941, lotters from the
Provineisl Governor werc sent to all Municipel ené lunicipel District
layors urging each Meyor to organize in their own districts, Voluntoor
Guards. To give more inspirstion and incentives to accomplish result
to the meximum the order was propegendized thru out Lanao, that this
Volunteer Cuards is enuncieted by the most ¥ilipino beloved Lete Presi-
dent Vanuel L. Quezon. The Volunteer Gusrd was very successful,

Then and efterwerd some wherc in the earlier pert of February 1942,
if not Janvery 1942, Brig Gen Guy O Fort, CO of the 8lst Division
(USAFFE) stationed in Lenao Province authorized the organization of the
Bolo Battalion. He himself (Gen Fort) teing e good and sincere friend
to the liarensws for many years went around the Moro villages stressing
or the importence of Loyalty to the gov't one owes en allegience. He
himself (Ger Fort) witnessed and even sworned before the Koren (Sccred
Mohemmedan Rible) with many leading Datus that they teing merbers cf the
Bolo Battclion will, in all means resist the enemy, the Japanese, and
cven sworned that they (Detus) will never surrender to the Japanese if
in case the Jepanese might succeed vanquishing the USLFFE, dgain M
(District Meyors) were made immeciate lesders of their respective districts.
leny Mayors end Datus were given shot guns and even spring-field rifles
Cel 30 ML to give them more interest in leading their own people. In the
onths of March end Lpril, 1642, Kayors especially of Watu, Tugeye,
acolod, Medelim, ¥-damba, Genassi, Pusles, Teterikan, and Pinidayan were
cech given seven deys to guard ot Berorao beach, at Malabang, Lenao to
wetch ard report immedisntely any sign of Jspanese ships seen on the
B This was by rotetion. Even tcachers headed by their District

Lilians B
supervisor werc one time voluntcered to guard et Barorso.

So fsr, every Meyor, was allowed fifty (50) companions, They were
being trensported therc by Lrmy Trucks purposely designated for use of tho
Bolo Bettalion, Officers in the USLFFE essigned by Gen Fort to inspect
and guide the Moro Rolo Bettalion werc Mejor Susrez now Colonel, he is
somevhere in Sulu, 1lst Lieut. Memarinte Lao, now Cept, Commending the 64th
WP Co, Lenso Prov, MPC, Pi, 3d Lt Mohemad Ali Dimaporo now lst Licut, Com~
manding the 6Sth MP Co, Lense Prov, MPC, Pi, 3d Lt Santos Imperigl, now
in the 5th Repl Bn end 3d Lt Mentoyen Bayolen; There officers perheps
do not know cver the number of the Bolo Brttelion that time -they werc
hending the orgerization. Mejor Gebal that time was thé one ‘epproving.
certificate of en individuasl recommended by the District/V: to be)
nmerber of the Polo Bottelion. :

= =
( Incl 4 )



DECLASSTFIED,

History of Bolo Bn, Cont'd

Now figuring and comparatively speaking there are 33 Municipal
Districts in the province of lanco and mot 811 sctively organtees tho
Jembershipe for the Polo Dattelion, Lot us tako for gronted that the
22 municipsl districts did actively in the organizaticn Bolo
fattalion ond sgain let us not count that every district Neyor hod thoir
$4tty membershis, lot us even make 1t 100 for sach Feyor oo 1t us put
1t for 200 or 300 vhich is really not tho truth, then of tho 3 layors
thore will bo let us scy 300 6
Jou grantirg that thorc were 9,900 Bolo Battelion, but during thy
Jepanseo imvasion between Falabeng snd Gennsel there wers roughly 60 Yoro
Bolo Battalinn members present, Meyor Susros hed a porsens) tuc edge
©f thic amocr for he vas vith them thet night of Nay, 1ot 1945

poose fen who wont, o the mountalns contimied rosisted the onomy did
Something very splendid in stirring the minds of the Lenso More Pubiic
Nonmention somc of them, thero wore DatW Busran of Belod, Date Knsiso
Vindalonso of Uya-on, erd Lunbaton, Sultan sa Ganass: the lsse Aguan
Dpotuan, the lato Datu Loguimdeb all Cansssi, Datu £nanggo Bagingua or
Femadn, Datu Beod of Pagalogan, Datu Nelomit Unpe of Kopsteger o so
fow Datus of Tampuran Districts, These Datus mentionod ghose reelly did

Jore han 6 nonths before the organization of the 108th Division waser
901 Hedgos. It is further stated thet ot Tonparan Districts ufter g
corporan dnoldent of Septembor 12, 1942 vhon Jepansse patrol pas. wiped out
Snedrely thero wes one group there called Disme Tslam who roally fought,
the Jepaneso ond until now they aro intact nor they Were recegezeg o
guerrillas.

Above Dotus mentioned ofter the 108th Division was orgenized units,
celled the Bolo Pattalion wore inducted into tho USFIP and thor ney
Erear Sy for they werc all happy being told by Cal Hodgos that thay.
pocoms ¢ purt of the Unitod States fray end whatover previligas glven or

fo 20y thot the Loyel Bolo Battelion that remsinod in the mowntaine booecs
the micleus of the Lanso Guerrilloros. Ilmost 95% of the Bole periaree..
Deceme the Lenso Guerrilloros under the 108th Division who mope long time
D e oery tho 8th irmy. The orly outfit that dld not subnit for pran
cossing because they were not recognized was tho Diams Tsiem

Lost Vay 1945, Moyor Navarro, Inspoctor Goneral of the 10th ID had &
gomplete ond correct List of the Meramo Guerrillcros, He gob met fom
8,000, om both officors and B, This wos tho whole MIF (Wrewen piider
Force) elrcady rocognized by the Sth frmy since 17 April 4. thir story

that of ha

8,000 Haransos recognized guerrilleros which then 95% or %08 of then fero
the mombers of the Bolo Pattalion could be eonsidored'Bolo Bn merhers
Jrom February 19,2 up to the tine they were inducted % the TSFIP by tho
108th Division. row meke 1t 9000 ard cstinate the Dioms Telan meke thoe
3,000 the highest estinete that will only bring 12,000, New for sue
Ohristian Guorrilleros of Lanso neke thom 4,000 or wore and Lamso 4111
have about, 17,000,

—a
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The Christian Guerrilleros genuincd at that organized bty Morgan are
not counted here,

To give more support for this story Vr. Edward M. Kuder the ohly
American with the Mersnaws in the mountains in 1942 can also be asked,

However, for the present submitted strength of Bolo Pattalion to
the AFUESPAC there were those nemes found in the defunct 108th Division
for they were either officors or EM in that outfit,

OPERATIVE
#1

P. S.

Anti dated rosters erd orders, fremed up reports and statements
and cntering names in the 1925 submitted Bolo Bn, Fosters are mostly
in the rostors of thc MMF now in the files of the defunct 108th Division,
10th D, Great inomally,

Note Operative #1 isi

Lt Manioba fguam
Dept of Interior
City Hell, Manila, P.I.

Copy Reproduced: 15 Kerch 47
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UNITED STATES ARMY FORSES IN THE PHILIPPINES
' FIGHTING BOLO RATTALION UNIT
LANAO MILITARY SECTOR
In the Field &
GENERAL ORDER - v
No, @ §5-C ) ) 18* July t42

By virtue of the power vested im me as Commanding Gemeral of the Fighting
Bolo Battaliom Umit, Lanao lilitary Sector, the hereim SENIOR LEADERS aND LEADERS
of the Sp, Co. 3rd Besak Inf, Regt. efter having shown their courage and loyalties
for the accomplishments of their assigned missioms are hereby COMMISSIONED effec—
tive as of 18' July (42 as follows:

U
TO BE CAPTAIN.FBBU Vs
Senior Leadr Adep Ambor, Spa Co, 3rd Basak In®, Regt,

Leader

TO B SECOND LIEULENaNy, FBEU

Leader Muto Malo, JO

TI¢ BE THIRD TIRUTENANT, FEEU
Sub.Leader Tugaya Mace=aguir, JO
Sub,Leader Macasalang Bato

Bariong Macaffato

for activations.

Commaning General
hting Bolo Battalion Unit
Tanao Military Sector

|

DECLASSTRIED

NND 395078
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STATES ARMY FORCES IN PHILIPFNES 1 % ‘
FIGHTING BOLO BATTAL: UNIT ¢
 LANAO MILITARY SECTOR )
A& LANAC

NTHLY ROSTTR OF TROOPS AND OFFICERS

o 10!
SePe Co. 2nd BsicsTnfy  BOLO BATHTION  TAAKL TABIRAN 15 July,'42
TT0 STATLON, ;

The follow:
Officers ana

ing roster eonsisting of (5) sheets eontains the names of
Enlisted men of the above named organization of the Tighbing

Bolo Batt.lion Unit, as of the above date.

Unless otherwise set opposite his neme each Officers or enlisted men is
bresent at the station on the date above, ;

1:31-:1 Lisutenant
'Dug en Bemto

an

2.4buat Polayagan

3,liacasulung Banto

4.Bato Malo

SsBariong Macadato
1st Sergeant

Banto

5,Mzeaindeg lincasulung
4 ,angontura lMeeasulung
Seiacarandong Ali

ga:

1. Pigang Calagen
2lliacabuntal Cmanan
SJiacabanding Late
4, lomang Cedeng
S.Gendara Lacatugul
Se30b 5

Company Commander

g PRIVATE i
TRl 46.1ata iincaunbge
Q;Bmc’ r:fiiu 47 .Pacondao Douaraya
JLomaga 5

48.kiipangeat . Balbal
zmaualo';g gglgglﬂins 49,1Maloco Mabaoc
+Pund 50.Berading Gasamen
S.Jialambut Torogan Slliadaya Mema
6.launto Sondaro S2.Mindalano Linampayen

7,Palo Ampal 53,Gomaon Bangea
8,Padas Marmaya 54.Sambida lizcaindeg
9.Mauna Somampad §5.Dimangadap Tarawi
ig.ggg::;an Agong S6,Dimealip Salolong
N 57 3
Fhesess Lomln «Macapodi Sasid

58,Mema arney
89,Dimapingen Banog
60eDimalse Sambolayang
61:Capempangan Dianalen
62.,Punginagine Palao

- 63 Malaco Mabesok
18,Vacabuntal Maremanaigs,cotaweto Cemalig

Pa &y
7+5alisip Mengatu

4.Mabagur Lomodag
5.Macaager Macabuntal
6.Palao Mtga
7.Mang king Casar
8,Tocalo Raki

o

DECLASSIFIED
Autnorice AND BFD0T8

194( R 85,Potawan Sangea
20.Memelo DAMADUIULE  §6,Dimasulung Matuan
21Parabuat Maomin 67.A1ip Carim
22.Macasandag Tusngan g8.lkcaagir lMacarimbang
23,8angead Tolay %.Pacalna Domaraia
24, Tarum Manay

25.Limonsodan Barak
26,Magidala Diragun
27.Pilggidan Cabumbar
28,Calbi Dago
29Domaorong Somembot
30,Pangilatun Saparo
31.Macasmpao Dimalotang
32.MMacatugul Miring
53,Pinto Macalubi

B34 Mama, co
35,ariga Banto
36.Coti Somasug
37.Didasgun Pamikig
38,20l2imen Binatera
39,Magoyoda Salisip
40,Gamama Damanges

41 Alip Mudag
42,Dimapinto Malo
43,Piki Macacuna

44 Mamaitao Marsok
45.,Macalandong Bitunge

GATIT FOR MONTH ..NONE
LOSSES FOR THE

IONTH ., NONE
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